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New Castle Female Seminary
and
New Castle Academy

by Samuel Farmerie

Part I: New Castle Female Seminary —
Mercer and Beaver Counties

New Castle Female Seminary was chartered in 1838. There was no
Lawrence County at the time; the Beaver-Mercer County line passed
through New Castle. An active promoter and organizer of the institution was
evangelist and gospel music composer, Ira D. Sankey. Sankey was a close
associate of Dwight Moody. The organizers authorized the sale of one
thousand shares of capital stock at five dollars each. Revenue raised in this
fashion enabled the trustees to construct a building. The following year the
Seminary received the first in a series of annual grants from the State
Legislature. Among the Seminary’s administrative leaders were Dr. Charles
T. Whippo and Messers. Joseph Ketler, John Hewett, Marsh and Bowman.
Ketler left to become affiliated with the New Castle Classical and
Mathematical Institute. Trustees included Ira Sankey, Henry Pearson, Ezekial
Sankey, John Reynolds and Dr. Joseph Pollock.

This compiler has only scant information about the school. In spite of its
name we know for sure that it was not preparing young females for the
ministry. The culture of the times (1830s and 40s) tells us that much. The
function of the typical male secondary school of this era was to prepare
individuals for higher education, but where could a New Castle girl go to
college? Nowhere, or at least nowhere within a reasonable distance. Oberlin
College, Ohio was the first coeducational institution in the nation (1838).
Nearby Westminster College was co-educational from the start (1852). There
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were no bona-fide female colleges in the region. So what was the curriculum
or purpose? This compiler may be able to provide some clues but has no
definitive answer.

The commencement/recital progrém in hand indicates study of English
grammar, written arithmetic, oral arithmetic, French, spelling and defining,
astronomy, natural philosophy, New Testament and music. Male secondary
schools of the era would have offered some of the same subjects plus a heavy
dose of Latin and Greek needed for college admission. French was
considered the language of culture and sophistication. This suggests that New
Castle Female Seminary may have been a “finishing school.” The reader
should be the judge. '

The roster for the Seminary comes from an examination/recital program
dated April 28, 1842. At least partly because of New Castle’s placement on
the Mercer-Beaver County line it would require a tremendous amount of
labor to determine the residence of each individual. Considering horse and
buggy was the mode of transportation at the time and because families
sheltered their daughters, it is reasonable to hypothesize that the students
lived in the greater New Castle area. That means southern Mercer County or
northern Beaver County in the 1830s and 40s. An alphabetical listing of
participants is below.

Program Roster

Prayer: Rev. D. Vorse

Students:

E. Barber A. Hauskins M. A. Patterson
Matilda Barlow H. Hauskins Imelda P. Reynolds
Jane Boyd Eliza Hewett T. P. Reynolds
Josephine Boyd Frances H. Hewett Minerva Sankey
M. G. Boyd Martha Higgs Hanna L. Shaw

R. Carson S. Justice J. Squires

Henrietta Chenoweth
Evaline Crawford

Caroline Kerr
Elvira A. Lewis

C. S. Summers
E. D. Whippo
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Louisa Dixon Laura G. McGuffin Maria Whippo
Sara Dixon Mary McMillen Maria Wilder
Eliza A. Emery M. S. Painter Laura Young

Jane Frazier

In the 1840s the Commonwealth ceased giving grants to private secondary
schools and the Seminary closed.

Part II: New Castle Academy—
Lawrence County

The closing of the Seminary brought forth a new group of entrepreneurs who
rented the Seminary facilities to operate a co-educational secondary school
that may have become New Castle Academy. It was operated successively by
Messers. Bartlet and Copeland and Rev. R. Audley Browne. Rev. Browne
later served as president of Westminster College. The opening date for the
academy is unknown but considering that it had several leaders before the
185152 school year it could have been the mid—-1840s. The Academy had its
own building under construction in 1852.

Teachers

1851-1852
Martin Gantz Washington County
E. Mary Porter : Lowellville, Ohio
Miss Celicia Townsend New Brighton
Mrs. E. D. Ten Broeck New Castle
Mrs. Elizabeth Bushnell Lord New Castle
Mr. A. B. Woodward ?

Martin Gantz became a prominent New Castle educator, In the 1870s he was
on the faculty of New Castle College. He served as New Castle City School

Superintendent and a district school was subsequently named in his honor.

The 1851-2 program of studies included orthography, reading, penmanship,
arithmetic, geography, English grammar, algebra, geometry, physiology,
natural philosophy, book-keeping, drawing, Latin, declamation, composition,
vocal music and piano music.
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Lawrence County was created in 1849 with New Castle as the county seat.
Considering the horse and buggy transportation of the era it is probably safe
to conclude that the students enrolled at the New Castle Academy resided in
New Castle or nearby. However, we cannot rule out the possibility that a few
may have arrived by rail or canal.

Roster of Pupils Enrolled
during the
Academic Year 1851-52

Aaron Arnold Sarah Falls Bevan Pearson
Isabella Arnold William A. Ferguson William Pearson
Isabella Alcorn Mary E. Findley Warner Pearson
Robert Andrews Rebecca Gilliland Joseph Pearson
Martha Alford Jane Galbreath Emeline Pearson
Eliza Black Joseph A. Henderson Susan Pearson
Lavellett Battell Elizabeth K. Henderson Anna Pearson

Maria Braden
Elizabeth Brown
Mary J. Brown
Mary Berry
James Book
Henrietta Book
Elly Bushnell
John H. Bushnell
Sarah Bushnell
Sarah J. Bonnell
Mary A. Braham
Samuel Blakely

Cowden Blakely
Adeline T. Bender

Jane A. Boyd

Louisa C. Boyd

Mary S. Craven
Rachel Craven
Charles Craven
Elizabeth Chennoweth

James W. Heaton
Clara Homer
Sarah Hersey
Charles Hersey
Howard Hamilton
Alexander Houston
Eilen Humphreys
Louis S. Imbrie
Eleanor Johnston
Jefferson Justice
Elsey J. Kinsley
N. P. Kinsley

W. F. Kinsley
Mary Kuester

G. D. Kuester
James B. Kirk
Julia S. Kincaid
Ebenezer B. Lock
Amelia M. Lock
Samuel G. Leasure

Eliza Pearson

John Peebles
Elizabeth D. Peebles
Mary J. Peebles
Kate Peebles
Martha A. Palmer
E. Mary Porter
Margaret Y. Porter
Wm. N. Porter
Sarah J. Patton
Adelaide Reynolds
Marion Reynolds
James Ray

Elijah H. Richie
Charles C. Sankey
Eben B. Sankey
Laura E. Sankey
Rebecca Sankey
Julietta Savery
Anna Scroggs
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Anna J, Cochran
William Cochran
Smith Cochran

Jas. D. Clarke

Mary F. Clarke
Elizabeth M. Clarke
Andrew J. Crawford

Arabella Crawford
Walter S. Crawford
Edward Clow
Catherine Clow
Charles W. Cunningham
George W. Cunningham
Alice Carey
Elizabeth Dickson
Sarah E. Dickson
Mary E. Dickson
Violetta Dickson
Eleanora J. Dickson
Adalaide Dickson
Anna G. Dick
Elizabeth Dunlap
Mary J. Dunlap
John E. Emery
Mary Ann Emery
Mary E. Emery
William S. Emery
John Edwards

John C. Euwer
George Elliott
Thomas Falls

John P. Leslie

J. W. Leslie

R. D. Leslie

Irene Maitland
Joseph P. Maitland
Benj. M’Dowell
G. H. M’Elevey

John Metsler
Arvilla Mix
Charles P. M’Killip
Francis [. Moffatt
Wm. J. Moffatt
Marietta Moore
Mary E. Moore
Francis U. Moore
Sophronia A. Moore
James H. M’Cleary
Rhoda Moore
Catharine Murray
Sarah J. Murray
Adam Moore

G. W. Mechling
Joseph S. M’Millen
Laura V. M’Guffin
Cyrus G. Mechling
Joseph Nelson
George Newell
Elizabeth Newell
Mary A. Newell
Mary M. Nicklin
Benjamin F. Nicklin
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Emma E. Scroggs
Jane E. Shaw
Caroline Sheal

John 1. Sheal
Maggie Sheal
William H. Simpson
Robert B. Smith

Laura A. Spiese
Mary J. Spiese
Charles Spiese
Crawford W. Stewart
Fred Stewart

Mary A. Stover
Mary C. Ten Broeck
Louisa C. Ten Broeck
Sophia Ten Broeck
Clayton Tidball

Wm. Wallace
Amelia J. Watson
George Whaley
Chas. T. Whippo
James Whippo
Maria Whippo
Chester L. White
Alice White

Samuel White

James S. White
Caroline White

Lucy M. Woodward
Josephine E. Woodward

This is the third in a series about defunct proprietary secondary schools in
Lawrence and Mercer Counties. There were other institutions of this ilk in

Lawrence County, e.g., Harlansburg Academy, Mt. Jackson Academy, New
Castle Classical and Mathematical Institute, etc. Unfortunately their records
have been lost in the sands of time. Next in the series will be a number of

manuscripts addressing the preparatory (feeder) school operated by West-

minster College.
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Sources:

1. Col. Charles Blanchard, The Progressive Men of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, Vol. I (Logansport, Indiana: A. W. Bowen, 1901), 155.

2. “Female Seminary Prominent in 1839,” New Castle News, 19 Oct 1955,
p.29.

3. “The Learner,” Vol. I, No. 1 (August 5, 1852). Published by the pupils of
New Castle Academy.

4. “A New Castle Entertainment of Half a Century Ago,” New Castle
Courant, 21 Sep 1892, p.8.

5. Robert A. Presnar, Back to School: A History of Lawrence County’s
Educational Development (New Castle, Pa.: Lawrence County Historical
Society, 2007)

Samuel A. Farmerie is professor emeritus and Curator of Cultural Artifacts at
Westminster College, New Wilmington, PA 16172. He may be contacted at
farmersa@westminster.edu



A Short History
of the
Pennsylvania Canal, Western Division,
and the
Boatman’s Association

by Robert E. Felton

Construction of the Pennsylvania Canal started near Harrisburg in July
1826. A correspondent for the Adams Sentinel newspaper stated the
entire canal was 270 mile in length, had 40 aqueducts, 175 locks, 28 dams, 2
tunnels, and nearly 300 bridges. The western division portion of the canal
from Johnstown to Pittsburgh ran 105 miles and had 64 locks that lifted the
canal 465 feet, 16 aqueducts, and a tunnel 900 feet long. The canal’s average
dimensions were four feet in depth, 40 feet wide on top and tapered to 28 feet
wide on the bottom. Hundreds of workers (largely Irish immigrants) dug the
canal bed by hand or cut stone for the numerous aqueducts and bridges.

A laborer was expected to dig the equivalent of 3 feet of canal per day.
During construction, workers were rationed 4 drinks of whiskey each day
that was distributed by the water boys. About 1828, Father Demetrius
Gallitzin offered Mass at Blairsville and at the Canal Tunnel about seven
miles below Blairsville to the immigrants involved in canal construction. The
canal was completely opened to traffic from Philadelphia to Pittsburg in
1834. Total construction cost to the owner, the State of Pennsylvania, was
estimated to be $50,000,000.

Canal Commerce

The first canal packet boats did not reach Blairsville until July 22, 1829. A
report on canal traffic for the period November 19, to December 20, 1828
stated that 1360 barrels of salt had gone west and 6 steam engines had gone
east through the Kiskiminetas Line to Dam #1. In 1833 the port of '
Huntingdon shipped 6 million tons of freight on canal boats. During this
period, the packets traveled at about 3 miles per hour, and the trip from
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Philadelphia to Pittsburg took six days, traveling night and day with frequent
changes of horses or mules. A typical actual time schedule for the David
Leech Packet Line is displayed on the facing page. Some canal boat lines
operated on Sunday, but others did not. T. S. Reid commented that the Union
Line of Blairsville “would not allow their captains to run later on Sabbath
nights than eleven o’clock, nor to start earlier than one o’clock on Monday
morning.” After the great flood of 1838, generally known as the big break in
the Canal, boating was stopped for an entire season due to broken dams. The
canal offered an improved mode of travel for passengers and reduced the cost
of freight.

Commercially, the canal proved a boon to many adjacent communities. Soft
coal was shipped in large quantities to Pittsburgh to be used as fuel at its
factories. Salt evaporated from scores of salt wells along the Conemaugh and
Kiskiminetas Rivers was transported east destined for eastern markets and
Cuba. Even silver was shipped on the canal for the federal government from
Pittsburgh to the Philadelphia Mint. Saltsburg became the boat-building
center for the Canal in 1836. Between 1829 and 1850, hundreds of canal
boats were produced.

Hundreds of thousands of recent immigrants used the canal for travel
westward. The most famous person to travel the Canal was Charles Dickens
in 1842. He wrote” The washing accommodations were primitive. There was
a tin ladle chained to the deck, with which every gentleman who thought it
necessary to cleanse himself, fished the “dirty” water out of the canal and
poured it into a tin basin secured in like manner. There was also a jack towel
hanging up before a little looking glass in the bar; in the immediate vicinity
of the bread and cheese were a public comb and hairbrush.” “And yet,
despite these oddities, even they had, for at least some, a humor of their own,
there was much in the mode of traveling which I heartily enjoyed at the time
and look back upon with much pleasure.” It was reported that the Vice
President of the United States, George Dallas traveled by canal packet boat in
1847 from Blairsville to Johnstown.

In 1856 completion of a single track of the Pennsylvania Railroad started the

decline of the Canal. The Canal was sold to the Pennsylvania Railroad in
1857 for $7,500,000. The Canal was in service 34 years. The Canal from

Johnstown to Blairsville was abandoned in May 1862, from Blairsville to
Leechburg in 1863; and Leechburg to Pittsburg in 1864.

Canal Occupations

The majority of canal workers were boat crews. Among a boat crew were
captains, mule drivers, cooks, bowmen, steersmen, and clerks. It was
common that multiple-family members were employed. Boat crews ranged
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from a single steersman and a driver to the large passenger vessels with a
cook, porter or steward, two steersmen, and two drivers with 2 teams of three
mules each. Lock tenders operated the locks which permitted boats to change
elevation. A typical lock was 15 feet wide by 90 feet in length. Lock tenders
were on duty during all hours of operation. They were given a house adjacent
to the lock rent-free. They could also supplement their modest salary by
operating small stores and taking in laundry. Company officials required the
lock tenders to record all boats passing and at what time. Recording time
permitted detection of captains breaking the speed limit. Toll collectors and
company clerks worked in offices that were located at weigh-locks and canal
terminals. They collected the fees paid by boat captains and maintained boat
traffic records.

Reminisces by canal workers

Winfield Hanna recollects as a horse boy on the canal walking on the tow
path, making trips in the evening from Springdale to Allegheny City from
about SPM until 1 AM aboard the canal boat “Farmer’s Friend”. Later, he
was driver of the two horses that hauled the “Colonel LLemon” between
Pittsburgh and Oil City. Their boat could carry 600 barrels of crude oil. The
trip down took 2-1/2 days, the trip up two weeks.

James Layton was a water boy during construction of canal, progressing to
cabin boy, then driver of a freighter, driver of 3 horses pulling a passenger
packet, to Captain and finally owner of a line of canal boats.

Andrew Kimmel The first money he ever earned was during the
construction of the PA canal, when he industriously pushed a wheelbarrow
for 50 cents per day.

Matthew Wiley recalled the time when the United States government used
to ship silver from New Orleans to New York, Philadelphia, and Boston. It
was conveyed by steamboat from New Orleans to Pittsburgh, where it was
transferred to the Pennsylvania canal and taken through Johnstown and on
east. On one occasion, a keg was held up in a Pittsburgh warehouse for a year

or more before the government began to make inquiry about it. It resembled
a keg of nails, but it contained silver and was being conveyed from Louisiana

to the Philadelphia Mint.



38:4(2012) Pennsylvania Canal, Western Division 13

Western Pennsylvania Canal Boatman’s Association

The Canal Boatman’s Association was in existence from 1885 to about 1917.
Its members were generally former employees of the state of Pennsylvania
who worked on the western division of Pennsylvania Canal — starting at the
Portage Railroad in Cambria County and ending in Pittsburgh. For additional
information I would suggest consulting The State Archives of Pennsylvania
Manuscript Group (MG) 110.

Members were mainly from Allegheny, Armstrong, Westmoreland, Indiana,
Cambria, and Blair counties. The Association’s main purpose was fraternal.
They organized large annual reunions. The first reunion was held in 1885 at
Ninevah, Pennsylvania.

At the 1889 reunion it was reported that all the records of the association,
including their membership rolls, were lost in the 1889 flood. Ironically, the
cause of the flood was the failure of the dam on the south fork of the
Conemaugh River— constructed to supply water to the Canal during the dry
season.

The Reunions in the early days consisted of speeches, a band, a parade, and
excursions to local sights. Membership in 1895 was 226, 240 in 1902, and
128 in 1911.

Reunion Locations:

1885 Ninevah

1887 Blairsville

1888 3" Reunion held at Saltsburg

1889 Apollo

1890 Leechburg

1893 Ridgeway Park, 107 attended

1894 Ridgeview Park, on the PRR

1895 Freeport, 100 members attended

1896 Nineveh, Westmoreland Co., 500 people attended
1899 at the Opera House, Apollo, 100 attended

1900, 1901 Blairsville, 2000 attended, including 110 boatmen
1902 Livermore

1903 18™ Reunion at Johnstown, held at GAR Hall, 100 members
attended

1904 19" Reunion at Freeport

1905 Blairsville, about 100 attended

1906 Blairsville, 75 members attended, 150 at dinner
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1907-09 Blairsville

1910 Blairsville, 90 survivors met

1911, 1912 Blairsville

1913 Blairsville, 75 people attended, last reunion parade held.

1914 Johnstown

1915 Johnstown, Sept 23" - 30"

1916 Johnstown, 31st reunion held at the GAR Hall, 124 members
on rolls.

1917 Johnstown Sept 27" —32nd reunion

During the reunion in 1909, walking canes, made from the timber of the 1827
dam on the Conemaugh River at Blairsville, were given to attending
members.

TABLE I: Partial List of employees of the Pennsylvania Canal, Western
Division

* Denotes known member of the Boatmen’s Association

Adams, William* boatman, Assoc.VP 1906, from Johnstown
Anderson, James* boatman, died about 1911, from Indiana,
attended reunion 1901

Armstrong, William lock keeper, resident of Harmarville

Baird, Albert* boatman, Assoc. VP 1911, from Baird town

Barclay, Robert* boatman, Assoc. 1906, of Johnstown

Barnett, Alexander S. Canal boat Captain from Bedford, died
1901, age 80

Berkey, Peter* Assoc. President, 1898; died 1909, age 87 in
St. Paul
Captain of packet line, lived Johnstown

Bingham, Robert* boatman, Assoc.VP 1904, died about 1910,
from Aspinwall

Bole, George* boatman, died about 1905, from Springdale

Bole, J.S. * boatman, died about 1896, from Freeport

Brantlinger, Fred W. * boatman, died 1909, age 74, born 1835
Indiana Co.

Brantlinger, John* boatman, died about 1910

Brinker, Addison J. born 1840 in Butler Co., later resided in
Allegheny City

Brown, Michael E.* boatman, Assoc. treasurer1904, 1906
&1917, burgess in Blairsville

Bryan, Alfred M. boatman from Blacklick Furnace, died 1905,

age 72
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Bryan, David R.*
Butler, Caleb

Cameron, E.O.*

Cameron, Lewis Oliver

Campbell, J.C.*

Canan, S. Dean*

Carter, John W.*
Cauffield, Robert

Chambers, John B.

Clark, Hail*
- Clark, Samuel*
Clawson, Peter

Collins, Michael*
Cook, W.F.*

Cook, W.W*
Cowles, William*
Cramer, Joseph*

Cribbs, John R.

Cupp, George*
Curtis, James*
Dally, Milton
Decker, John*
Dell, Jacob

Donnelly, William*
Duncan, Robert H. *

Dumm, C.M.
Eckenrode, B.F.*

Ehrenfield, Frederick*

Elwood, Robert D.
Engleblute, J.M.*

Pennsylvania Canal, Western Division 15

boatman, Assoc. President 1909, from
Johnstown

boatman, born 1821, Indiana Co.; died 1912,
Johnstown

boatman died about 1910, from Bellevue
advanced from deckhand to drover to boat
owner. Born 1818 Shippensburg, PA, later
resided-in Bellevue.

boatman, Assoc President 1894, from
Station, Pa.

boatman from Johnstown, died 1908, age
81. Assoc. secretary 1899, 1906, born
Ebensburg

Assoc. President, 1909

boatman, born 1822 Fairfield Twp.,
Westmoreland Co.

Captain, resided in Apollo

boatman, died about 1903, from Saltsburg -
boatman, died about 1896, from Morrellville

_ boatman, born 1818, died 1850 Bell Twp.,

Westmoreland

boatman, died about 1896, from Livermore
boatman, Assoc. President 1911, from
Johnstown

boatman, from Johnstown

boatman, Assoc. President 1894, of Freeport
boatman, Assoc. VP 1895, died about 1906,
from Cramer

driver, born Livermore, 1830. Later
merchant in Verona

boatman, died about 1903. from Johnstown
boatman, died 1912, age 95, near Blairsville
Captain, resided in Apollo

Captain, died about 1910, from Johnstown
boatman, born 1829, Allegheny Co.; died
1904

boatman, from Millwood

boatman, died about 1906, from Blacklick
boatman from Saltsburg, died 1905, age 88
boatman, died about 1911, from Saltsburg
Assoc President 1916 & 1917, from
Greensburg _

born Apollo, 1836, ran a packet for 3 years
boatman died about 1910, from Huntingdon
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Farron, Barney*
Ferguson, Samuel
Ferguson, William*
Fleming, Henry*
Fox, George M.
Fry, William

Fulton, John
Garland, Daniel
Getty, Rev. Andrew

Gilchrist, Alex. *
Glass, Andrew*
Gore, Thomas*

Graff, Paul*
Graham, John*
Graham, Samuel*
Green, Joseph N. *

Halferty, James

Hanna, George*
Hanna, James*

Hanna, Winfield Scott

Hartzell, N.B.*
Hassinger, Andrew*
Hays, William*
Hazlett, Albert

Herr, Henry
Hicks, Isaac*

Hildebrand, George W.

Hill, John*

Horner, Johnathan*
Horrell, Irvin*

Humphrey, James

Hunter, George*

boatman, from Montague, MA

boatman, died about 1856

boatman, died about 1917, from Gallitzin
boatman, died about 1895

boatman

boatman and captain, from Mexico, Juniata
Co.

worker born 1819 at West Lebanon
boatman, from Bolivar, died 1907, age 93
operated boats at Saltsburg, Assoc. Treas.
1893-95 died 1912

boatman, Assoc.1896

boatman, died about 1906, from Johnstown
boatman, born 1817 at Manns Choice, died
1903.

boatman, died about 1903, from Blairsville
boatman, died about 1910, from Latrobe
boatman, died about 1906, from Saltsburg
boatman, son of Isaac Green, boat owner,
born Blairsville, age 84 in 1910. from
Davenport, Iowa

Captain of the boat “Clipper”, killed by
King Hewit at John Moonshower’s lock.
boatman, died about 1896, from Springdale
boatman, died about 1895

towpath horse boy, Boat “Farmer Friend”
died 1926 age 72, from Springdale.
boatman, died about 1902

Assoc member 1911, from Indiana
boatman, died about 1902

boatman, reportedly one of the Harper Ferry
insurrectionists who was shot and killed.
boatman, from Altoona, died 1906, age 74
boatman, Assoc VP 1909, from Blairsville
ran a packet boat, resides Armstrong Co.
boatman, Assoc. Treasurer 1899-President
1890, from Blairsville

boatman, died about 1896, from Johnstown
boatman, Assoc President 1906, from
Johnstown

lock-keeper, died 1901 at Blairsville, born
1813, Ireland

boatman, died about 1906, from Leechburg
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Hutchison, Samuel

Johnston, Hiram
Jones, Isaac
Keenan, Thomas Sr.
Kelly, Hugh

Kelly, James G.
Kennedy, J.C.*

Kerler Jr., Charles E. *

Kessler, Samuel*

Killen, Robert*
Killen, Silas*

Kimmel, Andrew W,

Kinkead Sr., William
Klingensmith, Josiah W.

Layton, James*
Layton, James
Leamer, Samuel C.
Leard, William*
Leech, John*
Lindsey, A.M.*
Lingle, George W.
Litzinger, Conrad*
Lose, George*
Louther, Robert

Lucas, David R. *
Mack, Hugh

Mack, Jacob B. *

Mack, Joseph

Maguire, Samuel

Pennsylvania Canal, Western Division 17

boatman, died 19085, age 86, born East

Wheatfield

boatman, from Huntingdon, died 1901

boatman, from Somerset, died about 1917

from Hollidaysburg, 1824-1905

lock tender, died 1896 at Saltsburg, age 96,

born Ireland

boatman, born 1841, Armstrong Co.

boatman, Assoc. President 1899 &1904

from Pittsburgh

boatman, Assoc. Secretary in 1910, editor in

Blairsville

boatman, Assoc. President 1908, from

Leechburg

boatman, died about 1896, from Armagh

boatman died about 1896, from Armagh

boatman, born Westmoreland Co in 1821,

became member of State Legislature, died

1906.

boatman, died 1898, age 75 at Livermore

born 1841, Armstrong Co.

water boy at 13, cabin boy, driver, and

Captain, age 94 in 1910.

boatman, from Blairsville, age 94 in 1902.

boatman, from Hollidaysburg, 1822-1905

boatman, died about 1910, from Blairsville

boatman, died about 1895

boatman, Assoc. Secretary 1894, from Derry

Station

driver and Captain, age 99 in 1922, from
Center Co.

boatman, died about 1903, from Freeport.

boatman, died about 1895 '

lock keeper about 1834-1850, Indiana

County.

boatman, died about 1910, from Pittsburg

boatman, died 1896 age 72, West

Wheatfield Twp

boatman, died about 1910, from East

Wheatfield

boatman, died 1905 age 86, resident of

Clyde, PA

driver, later a pilot; born 1840

Westmoreland Co.
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Mabher, Thos. *
Marquis, M.S.*
Marshall, James G.
Marshall, P.D.*
Marshall, T.B.*
McAnulty, James S. *
McCormick, Blaine*
McCreary, Hiram

McCune, George J. *
McCurdy, William*

McElhaney, Wm*
McElcarr, Nimrod*
McKee, Hughey -

McKee, Robert Boyd
McMeans, Robert T.

Mitchell, Larmer
Moore, George H.
Moore, James
Moyes, Henry*
Nesbit, Nathaniel

Palm, Jonathan*
Patton, John Simpson

Paul, John
Pershing, Samuel*
Pickworth, John

Pickworth, Robert*
Pittman, Samuel*

Plies, John

boatman, Assoc. 1910
boatman from New Castle, Pres of Trust Co.
boatman, born 1821, died 1881, Armstrong

- Co.

boatman, Assoc. secretary 1917, from
Blairsville

boatman, of Blairsville

boatman, died about 1910, from Indiana
canal boat Captain, from Altoona, age 81 in
1911. Assoc. committeeman in 1910,
worked on PA Canal

boatman, Assoc 1909

boatman, later section boat owner; born
1820 near Waterford, died about 1896,
Ligonier

boatman, Assoc member 1911

boatman, died 1901, age 59 from Blairsville
Intersection

boatman, died 1909, age 90, resident of
Rossmoyne

born 1846, Armstrong Co.

boatman, 1841-1855, born 1827, died 1909
at Johnstown

worked 13 years on packet, born 1832 in
Illinois

driver, born England, died 1854 at
Cincinnati

boatman, died about 1917, from Johnstown
boatman, Assoc VP 1917, from Apollo
Assoc. President 1893, age 86, from Indiana
Co.

boatman, died about 1896, from Blacklick
Captain, later toll collector, born 1806, died
Ky, 1850

sub-contractor near dam No.2, born 1803 at
Paulton

boatman from New Florence, died 1910, age
78, born West Wheatfield

Captain of own boat, born 1795 in England,
died 1878

boatman, died about 1906, from Pitcairn
boatman, Civil war vet, born Indiana Co.,
died 1907 at Johnstown, age 74

boatman, died 1902 age, 78, at Saltsburg
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Port, William
Ranson, Alexander*
Riddle, Horace R.

Ringle, John*
Roberts, William*
Rodgers, Robert J. *
Rutledge, George*

Rutledge, Irvin*

Rutledge, Richard F. *
Saxton, John*
Scott, Tom

Shields, James

Shields, William*

Shields, William*

Shorter, Wesley*
Smith, Charles

Smith, S.H.*
Speedy, B.F.*

Stitt, E.G.

Stitt, John A, *
Stitt, Robert
Stitt, Thomas*
Stitt, William *
Storey, W.A.*

Swank, George T. *

Thompson, D.E.*
Thompson, E.E.*
Tittle, James*

Pennsylvania Canal, Western Division 19

water boy, born Petersburg, 1854

boatman, died about 1917, from Blairsville
boatman, died 1908 at Lockport age 77,
born West Wheatfield, in charge of first
locomotive transport.

boatman, died about 1911, from Blairsville
boatman, died about 1902

boatman, died at Ninevah, 1896 age 86

25 years of service on canal, Captain,
Secretary of Assoc. for 20 years, born 1829
at Social Hall, age 81 in 1910.

Assoc. Secretary 1893&94, from Johnstown,
died about 1895

boatman, from Johnstown

boatman, died about 1903, from Conemaugh
toll collector on canal at Columbia, later
President of the Pennsylvania Railroad.
Captain, stonemason, built some of the
weighlocks

boatman for 8 years, died 1903, born 1818 at
Indiana, Pa. Later assist. Postmaster of Pa,,
House of Representatives

boatman, died about 1903, from Gilpin,
Ohio

boatman

boatman, died 1905 Indiana, born Conn. in
1819

boatman, died about 1906, from Latrobe
boatman, Assoc. President 1895, from
Johnstown

boatman, died 1911 age 89 at Sabetha,
Kans., formerly of Blairsville

boatman, died about 1895

Captain, died 1904 at Blairsville, age 86
boatman, died about 1895

boatman, died about 1910, from Bairdstown
boatman, Assoc. President 1915, died about
1915

boatman, died about 1910, later newspaper
editor, Johnstown

boatman Assoc. 1909

boatman Assoc 1909

boatman, died about 1902
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Truby, Christian

Tome, Geo

Wagle, George Albert*

Walback, Charles*
Walters, Bert*
Watres, Joseph*
White, William
Whitehead, Hiram*
Wigle, George

Wiley, M.B.*
Williamson, George*
Wilson, I. H. *

Wilson, John *
Wilson, Joseph P. *

Sources:

Newspapers

Bedford Gazette
Daily Courier

Indiana Democrat
Indiana Evening Gazette

Indiana Progress

Indiana Weekly Messenger
Indiana Weekly Progress
Tyrone Daily Herald

Books

driver at age 15, born 1835 in Germany,
resided Armstrong County.

of Jersey Shore, canal building contractor
driver on canal until 1864, Assoc. VP in
1910, RR engineer, died 1914 at Indiana,
born at Livermore

boatman, died about 1903, from Clyde
boatman, died about 1906, from Johnstown
boatman, died about 1902

lock tender at the lower locks, Mifflin Co
boatman, died about 1906, from Sharpsburg
boatman, died 1906 at Blairsville, born 1817
at Berlin, PA

boatman, assoc. President 1910, from
Pittsburgh

Captain, died about 1903, from Blairsville
boatman, died about 1906, from South Fork
boatman, died about 1903, from Livermore
boatman, Assoc. VP 1899, from South Fork,
died about 1906

Alexander, Edwin P. The Pennsylvania Railroad. New York: Bonanza

Books, 1967.

Armstrong County, Pennsylvania: Her People Past and Present. Chicago: J.

H. Beers, 1914,

Dean, Kathy A. “Incident on the Canal.” Clark House News 9 (September
1997): 10-11. (reprint by Windber-Johnstown Genealogical Society,

2002).
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Fritz, David and A. Berle Clemensen. Pennsylvania Main Line Canal:
Juniata & Western Divisions. Denver. Nat’l Park Service, 1992.

History of Allegheny County, Pennsylvania. Chicago: A. Wamer & Co., 1889

Jordan, John W., ed. Genealogical and Personal History of the Allegheny
Valley. New York: Lewis Historical Publishing Co., 1913.

McCullough, Robert and Walter Leuba. The Pennsylvania Main Line Canal.
Martinsburg, PA: Morrisons Cove Herald, 1960.

Memoirs of Allegheny County, Pennsylvania: Personal and Genealogical,
vol. 1. Madison, WI: Northwestern Hist. Assoc., 1904.

Smith, Perry F. Memory’s Milestones: Reminiscences of Seventy Years of a
Busy Life in Pittsburgh. Pittsburgh: n. p., 1918.

In conjunction with the compiled list in Table I, a search for people who
claimed occupations associated with water transportation was conducted
using the 1850 US Federal Census Population Returns. The search included
all those enumerated in the towns, boroughs, and townships bordering the
Western Division Canal, the Kittanning feeder canal, and the associated
rivers. The results are tabulated in Table 11 (see following pages), consisting
of 1159 names with age, occupation, county and city/township, dwelling
number, and Ancestry image page number.

3k 3k o %k %k

Robert Felton is President-Elect of the Western Pennsylvania Genealogical
Society. He also serves on the library research committee.
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Adams

William 14
Adams Sentinel 9
Alcorn

Isabella 7
Alexander

Edwin P. 25
Alford

Martha 7

Allegheny City, Pa. 12,
15

Allegheny Co 17
Allegheny Co., Pa. 17
Altoona, Pa. 19,21
Anderson

James 14
Andrews

Robert 7

Apollo, Pa. 13, 14, 16,
17,22

Armagh 20
Armstrong

William 14
Armstrong County, Pa.

19-22, 24

Arnold

Aaron 7
Aspinwall, Pa. 15
Baird

Albert 15
Bairdstown, Pa. 15,24
Barber

E. 5
Barclay

Robert 15
Barlow

Matilda S
Barnett, Alexander S. 15
Bartlet 6
Battell

Lavellett 7
Beaver County, Pa. 3
Bedford, Pa. 15
Bellevue, Pa. 16
Bender

Adeline T. 8
Berkey

Peter 15
Berry

Mary 8
Bingham

Robert 15

Index

Black
Eliza 7
Blacklick Furnace, Pa.
15
Blacklick, Pa. 17,22
Blairsville, Pa. 9, 13-15,
17-23

Blakely

Cowden 8

Samuel 8
Blanchard

Col. Charles 11
Bole

George 15

J.S. 15
Bolivar, Pa. 18
Bonnell ’

Sarah J. 8
Book

Henrietta 8

James 8
Boston 13
Bowman 3
Boyd

Jane 5

Jane A. 8

Josephine 5

Louisa C. 8

M. G. 5
Braden

Maria 7
Braham

Mary A. 8
Brantlinger

Fred W. 15

John 1
Brinker

Addison J. 15
Brown

Michael E. 15
Brown

Elizabeth 7

Mary J. 7
Browne

Rev. Audley 6
Bryan

Alfred M. 15

David R. 15
Bushnell

Elly 8

John H. 8

Sarah 8
Butler

Caleb 15

Butler County, Pa. 15
Cameron

E. O. 16

Lewis Oliver 16
Campbell

J. C. 16
Canal Boatman’s

Association 13
Canal boats

Clipper 18

Colonel Lemon 12
Farmer's Friend 12,

18

Canan

S. Dean 16
Carey

Alice 9
Carter

John W. 16
Carson

R. 5
Cauffield

Robert 16

Centre County, Pa. 20
Chambers

John B. 16
Chennoweth

Elizabeth 9
Chenoweth

Henrietta 5
Clark

Hail 16

Samuel 16
Clarke

Elizabeth M. 9

Jas. D. 9

Mary F. 9
Clawson

Peter 16
Clemensen

A. Berle 25
Clow

Catherine 9

Edward 9
Clyde, Pa. 21,24
Cochran

AnnaJ. 9

Smith 9

William 9
Collins

Michael 16

Conemaugh River11, 14
Conemaugh, Pa. 23
Connecticut 23
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Cook
W.F.
W. W.
Copeland
George W.
Cowles
William
Cramer
Joseph
Cramer, Pa.
Craven
Charles
Mary S.
Rachel
Crawford
Andrew J.
Arabella
Evaline
Walter S.
Cribbs
John R.
Cuba
Cunningham
Charles W.
Cupp
George
Curtis
James
Dallas
George
Dally
Milto

David Leech Packet

Line
Dean
Kathy A.
Decker
John
Dell
Jacob
Derry Station, Pa.
Dick
Anna G
Dickens
Charles
Dickson
Adalaide
Eleanora J.
Elizabeth
Mary E.
Sarah E.
Violetta
Dixon
Louisa

oo o0

17
17
11
17
11

25

17
20

11

10
10

10
10
10

Index

Sara 5
Donnelly

William 17
Dumm

C.M. 17
Duncan

Robert H. 17
Dunlap

Elizabeth 10

Mary J. 10
East Wheatfield, Pa. 19
Ebensburg, Pa. 16
Eckenrode

B.F. 17
Edwards

John 10
Ehrenfield

Frederick 17
Elwood

Robert D. 17
Elliott

George 10
Emery

Eliza A. 5

John E. 10

Mary Ann 10

Mary E. 10

William S. 10
England 22
Engleblute

J.M. 17
Euwer

John C. 10
Falls

Sarah 7

Thomas 10
Farmerie

Samuel 3
Felton

Robert E., author 9
Ferguson

Samuel 17

William 17

William A. 7
Findley

Mary E. 7
Fleming

Henry 17
Fox

George M. 17
Frazier

Jane 5
Freeport, Pa.  14-16, 20

Fritz
David
Fry
William
Fulton
John
Galbreath
Jane
Gallitzin

Father Demetrius

Gallitzin, Pa.
Gantz

Martin
Garland

Daniel
Germany
Getty

Rev. Andrew
Gilchrist

Alex
Gilliland

Rebecca
Glass

Andrew
Gore

Thomas
Graff

Paul
Graham

John

Samuel
Green

Isaac

Joseph N.
Greensburg, Pa.
Halferty

James
Hamilton

Howard
Hanna

George

James
Hanna, cont'd

Winfield

Winfield Scoft
Harmarville, Pa.
Harrisburg, Pa.
Hartzell

N.B
Hassinger

Andrew
Hauskins

A.

H.

69

18
24

18

18

18

18
18

18
18
17
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18,23
3.6

11
3
12,20

20

20
12, 13,

O \© O

25

20
20
20
14, 16,

8
8
23

20
20
20

21
- 21
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Hays lowa Latrobe, Pa.
William 18 Davenport 18 Lawrence Co., Pa.
Hazlett Ireland 19 Harlansburg Acad. 11
Albert 19 Jersey Shore, Pa. 24 Mt. Jackson Acad. 11
Heaton Johnston New Castle Acad. 6
James W. 7 Eleanor 8 New Castle Classical
Henderson Hiram 19 and Mathematical
Elizabeth K. 7 Justice Institute
Joseph A. 7 Jefferson 8 New Castle Female
Herr S. X 5 Seminary
Henry 19 Johnstown, Pa.9, 11, 14- Layton
Hersey 18, 22-24 James
Charles 8 Jones Leamer
Sarah 7 Isaac 19 Samuel C.
Hewett Jordan Leard
Eliza 5 John W. 25 William
Frances H. 5 Juniata County, Pa. Leasure
John ' 3 Mexico 17 Samuel G.
Hewit Keenan Leech
King 18 Thomas, Sr. 19 John
Hicks Kelly Leechburg, Pa.
Isaac 19 Hugh 19 19, 20
Higgs James G. 19 Leslie
Martha 5 Kennedy J.W.
Hildebrand J.C. 19 John P.
George W. 19 Kerler R.D.
Hill Charles E., Jr. 19 Leuba
John 19 Kerr Walter
Hollidaysburg, Pa.19, 20 Caroline 5 Lewis
Homer Kessler Elvira A.
Clara 7 Samuel 20 Ligonier. Pa.
Horner Ketler L.indscy
Johnathan 19 Joseph 3 A. M.
Horrell Killen Lingle
Irvin 19 Robert 20 George W.
Houston Silas 20 Litzinger
Alexander 8 Kimmel Conrad
Humphrey Andrew 12,20 Livermore, Pa.
James 19 Kincaid 20, 24
Humphreys Julia S. 8 Lock
Ellen 8 Kinkead Amelia M.
Hunter William, Sr. 20 Ebenezer B.
George 17 Kinsley Lockport, Pa.
Huntingdon, Pa. 10, 19 Elsey J. 8 Lord
Hutchison N.P. 8 Elizabeth Bushnell 6
Samuel 19 W.F. 8 Lose
Illinois 22 Kirk George
Imbrie James B. 8 Louther
Louis S. 8 Kiskiminetas River 11 Robert
Indiana, Pa.14, 18, 21, Klingensmith Lucas
23,24 Josiah W. 20 David R.
Indiana County, Pa. 15, Kuester Mack
20,22 G.D. 8 Hugh
Mary 8 Jacob B.
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Mack, cont'd

Joseph
Maguire
Samuel
Maher
Thos.
Maitland
Irene
Joseph P.
Manns Choice, Pa.
Marquis
M. S.
Marsh
Marshall
P.D.
T. B.
McAnulty
James S.
McCleary
James H.
McCormick
Blaine
McCreary
Hiram
McCullough
Robert
McCune
George J.
McDowell
Benj.
McElcarr
Nimrod
McElevey
G. H.
McElhaney
Wm.
McGuffin
Laura G.
Laura V.
McKee
Hughey
Robert Boyd
McKillip
Charles P.
McMeans
Robert T.
McMiillen
Joseph S.
Mary
Mechling
Cyrus G.
G. W.

Mercer County, Pa.
Mifflin County, Pa.

21
21

21

21
21

21
10
21
21
25

21

10
10

24

Index

Millwood, Pa.
Mitchell

Larmer
Mix

Arvilla
Moffatt

Francis 1.

Wm, J.
Montague, Mass.
Moody

Dwight
Moore

Adam

Francis U.

James

Marietta

Mary E.

Rhoda

Sophronia A.
Morrellville, Pa.
Moyes

Henry
Murray

Catharine

Sarah J.
Nelson

Joseph
Nesbit

Nathaniel
New Brighton, Pa.
New Castle, Pa.
New Florence, Pa.
New Orleans, La.
New York
Newell

Elizabeth

George
Nicklin

Benjamin F.

Mary M.

Ninevah, Pa. 13, 14,

Ohio
Cincinnati
Gilpin
Lowellville
Oberlin College
Qil City, Pa.
Painter
M. S.
Palm
Jonathan

Palmer
Martha A.

17

22

22

10
10

10
22
22
12
13

10
10

10
10
23

71

Patterson

M. A. 5
Patton

John Simpson 22

Sarah J. 8
Paul

John 22
Paulton, Pa. 22
Pearson

Anna 7

Bevan 7

Eliza 7

Emeline 7

Henry 3

Joseph 7

Susan 7

Warner 7

William 7
Pecbles

Elizabeth D. 7

John 7

Kate 8

Mary J. 8
Pershing

Samuel 22
Petersburg 22
Philadelphia, Pa. 9
Pickworth

John 22

Robert 22
Pitcairn, Pa.. 22
Pittman

Samuel 22

Pittsburgh, Pa. 9, 12, 19,

20
Plies

John 22
Pollock

Dr. Joseph 3
Port

William 22
Porter

E. Mary 6,

Margaret Y.

Wm. N,
Presnar

Robert .A. 11
Ranson

Alexander 22
Ray

James 8
Reid

T.S. I

oo oo 00
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Reynolds

Adelaide 8

Imelda P. 5

John 3

Marion 8

T. P. 5
Richie

Elijah H. 8
Riddle

Horace R. 23
Ridgeway Park, Pa. 14
Ringle

John 23
Roberts

William 23
Rodgers

Robert J. 23
Rossmoyne 21
Rutledge

George 23

Irvin 23

Richard F. 23
Sabetha, Kans. 23

Saltsburg, Pa.11, 13, 16-
18,22
Sankey
Charles C.
Eben B.
Ezekial
Ira
Laura E.
Minerva
Rebecca
Savery
Julietta 8
Saxton
John 23
Scott
Tom 23
Scroggs
Anna 9
Emma E. 9
Sharpsburg, Pa. 24
Shaw

00 Lh 00 W W OO CO

Hanna L. 5

Jane E. 9
Sheal

Caroline 9

John 1. 9

Maggie 9
Shields

James 23

William 23

Shippensburg, Pa. 16

Shorter
Wesley

Simpson
William H.

Smith
Charles
Perry F.
Robert B.
S. H.

Somerset, Pa.

Speedy
B.F.

Spiese
Charles
Laura A.
Mary J.

Springdale, Pa.
18

Squires
J.

Stewart
Crawford W.
Fred

Stover
Mary A.

Summers
C.S.

Stitt
John A.
Robert
Thomas
William

Storey
W. A.

Swank
George T.

Ten Broeck
Louisa C.
Mary C.
Mrs. E. D.
Sophia

Thompson
D.E.
E.E.

Tidball
Claytn

Tittle
James

Tome
Geo.

Townsend
Celicia

Truby
Christian

12,1

23

9
23
26

9
23
19

23

9
9
9
5,

23
24
24
24
24

24

24
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Vorse

Rev. D. 4
Wagle

George Albert 24
Walback

Charles 24
Wallace

Wm. 10
Walters

Bert 24
Washington Co., Pa. 6
Watres

Joseph 24
Watson

Amelia J. 10
West Lebanon, Pa. 18
Westmoreland Co, Pa.

16
Whaley

George 10
Whippo

Chas. T. 10

Dr. Charles T. 3

E.D. 5

James 10

Maria 5, 10
White

Alice 10

Caroline 10

Chester L. 10

James S. 10

Samuel 10

William 24
Whitehead

Hiram 24
Wigle

George 24
Wilder

Maria 5
Wiley

M.B 24

Matthew 12
Williamson

George 25
Wilson

I. H. 25

John 25

Joseph P. 25
Woodward

A.B.- 6

Josephine E. 10

Lucy M. 10
Young

Laura 5
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QUARTERLY: Published continuously since 1974. Contains scholarly articles,
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